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CDxports Database: An Overview

Merchandise Goods
CDxports reports merchandise exports 
from each Congressional district for 104 
sectors to over 230 countries.

Annual CDxports goods data are 
available for 2002-2021. 

NEW monthly goods data are available 
from January 2002-present.

Top CDs for Aerospace Exports to Canada, 
2018

$1.2 B

$575 M

$313 M

$279 M

$225 M

Services

CDxports is a first-of-its-kind database that 
estimates services exports from states and 
Congressional districts for 10 major services 
sectors and 42 services subsectors to over 
70 major trading partners. 

Annual CDxports services data are available 
2006-2020.

Jobs Supported by Exports
CDxjobs estimates the number of jobs 
directly and indirectly supported by 
goods and services exports (also available 
for states). Derived from the CDxports
database, product coverage and time 
availability are identical.

Exports to France from New 
York’s 12th District 

supported 5,400 U.S. jobs

CDxports is the only reliable source of data for merchandise exports, jobs tied to 
merchandise exports, and services exports, at the Congressional district level.  

NY-12
$1.9 

billion

NY-10
$675 

million

Other
$183 

million

Top New York CDs for Management & 
Advisory Services Exports to the United 

Kingdom, 2018
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https://tradepartnership.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CDxports_Goods_Categories_7Jan2020.pdf
https://tradepartnership.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/CDxports_Services_Categories_Feb2021.pdf
https://tradepartnership.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/CDXports_Services_Destinations_7Jan2020.pdf


CDxports Methodology

Issue
A large number of U.S. counties -
responsible for more than half of U.S. 
merchandise exports - contain multiple 
congressional districts. How should one 
accurately apportion these exports to 
the correct CD when a county is split 
between two or more districts?

Solution
The Trade Partnership analyzed more 
than 20 million business records a the 
NAICS4 and 9-digit zip code level to 
determine the share of each county’s 
businesses in each detailed industry 
that fall into each given congressional 
district. 

Using this method, county exports are distributed fairly to the congressional 
districts where those types of businesses operate.

Example: Los Angeles County, California

Los Angeles County encompasses 18 congressional districts.  Using business records, 
The Trade Partnership distributes the county exports for specific merchandise or 
service categories to the congressional districts where those types of businesses 
operate. Below are graphs demonstrating the resulting breakdown for Film and 
Television Services exports from Los Angeles County. 

The methodology followed to estimate state and Congressional District exports is 
available at https://tradepartnership.com/data/cdxports-and-cdxjobs/. It reflects a host 
of issues that arise when examining export data at such detailed levels of geography.  
For example….
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https://tradepartnership.com/data/cdxports-and-cdxjobs/


Who Uses CDxports?

Business groups

• Business Roundtable
• Chamber of Commerce
• Canadian Business Council
• U.S. China Business Council
• U.S Japan Business Council
• Coalition of Services Industries
• National Retail Federation
• Brazil-US Business Council
• Eastern Trade Council
• Technology CEO Council
• Portland Business Alliance
• Value of Jobs Coalition

Think tanks and other 
organizations

Foreign governments

• Wilson Center
• Atlantic Council
• Wall Street Journal
• East West Center
• Asia Society
• Korea Economic Institute of 

America

• Embassy of the United 
Kingdom

• Embassy of Canada
• Embassy of Brazil
• Korea Institute for International 

Economic  Policy
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CDxports: A Powerful Advocacy Tool

CDxports data can be utilized in a variety of applications. The detailed nature of CDxports
allows users to drill down into specific regions and industries for effective advocacy efforts. 
With 104 merchandise sectors and 42 services sectors, CDxports allows users to show the 
importance of trade to key policymakers.

House Speaker Paul Ryan, for example, was surprised 
to learn that his congressional district in Wisconsin 
alone ships $1 billion in exports to Canada, according 
to Freeland, who met with him. 

“He said ‘Just mine? A billion dollars of 
exports?’ I said ‘Yes, speaker. That’s 
right,’” she said.

“NAFTA is good for America but its falling to Canada and Mexico to explain why,” Ana Campoy, May 17, 
2017. https://qz.com/990511/nafta-is-good-for-america-but-its-falling-to-canada-and-mexico-to-explain-
why/
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https://qz.com/990511/nafta-is-good-for-america-but-its-falling-to-canada-and-mexico-to-explain-why/


CDxports: NACIS3 vs. NAICS4 Reporting

CDxports merchandise data are available for over 100 “NAICS4” detailed industries and 
30 “NAICS3” industries, which represent aggregate exports for between one and eight 
NAICS4 industries.  How does the level of detail change our understanding of what a 
district exports?

NAICS3 Category Description IN-9 TX-22

Machinery $50,047,187 $50,440,494 

NAICS4 Category Description IN-9 TX-22

Agricultural & Construction Machinery $1,394,405 $40,124,736 

Industrial Machinery $838,210 $2,708,499 

Commercial & Service Industry Machinery $396,994 $505,707 

HVAC & Commercial Refrigeration Equipment $453,906 $354,292 

Metalworking Machinery $763,317 $381,525 

Engines & Turbines $42,164,371 $1,823,160 

Other General Purpose Machinery $4,035,985 $4,542,576 

A Tale of Two CDs: Comparing Machinery exports to China in 2008 from Indiana’s 9th and 
Texas’ 22nd Districts

CDxports data at the NAICS3 level shows that the two CDs were very similar, exporting 
$50 million in machinery to China, but this isn’t the complete picture. Looking at the 
CDxports data at the NAICS4 level shows that the exporting industries in the districts 
are actually quite different.  

• Texas’ 22nd District exports large amounts of agricultural and construction 
machinery, but not many engines 

• Indiana’s 9th District exports engines and turbines in large numbers, but not a lot of 
construction machinery
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CDxports: Special Changes

Services

Education

Rather than try to reinvent the wheel, NAFSA: Association of International Educators provides The 
Trade Partnership data on the value of education exports to international students in each 
congressional district. Using Bureau of Economic Analysis national education export data by 
country, we can then extrapolate the relative share of each country’s share of education exports 
within a congressional district.

Transportation

The US Census Bureau publishes goods exports by port, distinguishing them by air or sea. By 
placing each airport and seaport in its respective congressional district, we can derive ratios for 
how to apportion Bureau of Economic Analysis national services data to the congressional district 
level.

Goods

Agricultural

In trade data, bulk agricultural products exported via ocean are reported as coming from the port 
they hail from rather than where they are grown or produced. As such, CDxports reapportions 
those bulk agricultural goods exported by sea to areas where they are produced based on USDA 
production ratios for the states. In the below table, one can see how Louisiana dominates Oilseeds 
& Grains trade prior to reallocation.

2018 Oilseeds & Grains, NAICS 1111

State US Census Bureau CDxports

Iowa $2,001,742,425 $4,228,323,977
Louisiana $14,444,670,996 $439,103,802
Nebraska $1,011,480,830 $3,239,092,228
South Dakota $65,476,267 $1,480,087,086
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