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Introduction

Trade often comes under fire from both the 
populist left and right. Many that recognize the 
importance of trade focus solely on exports, and 
even then lament the idea that the United States 
does not make anything to export any more. 

The exceptions are key regional industries for 
which exports get frequent coverage, such as 
planes from Washington, automobiles from 
Michigan, and agricultural products from the farm 
states. 

Yet exports play a critical role throughout local 
communities across the United States. For 
example, the typical congressional district 
exported about $2.8 billion in goods and $1.2 
billion in services in 2018. Exports from the 
typical congressional districts supported 25,800 
American jobs in 2018 – both locally and at 
suppliers and vendors throughout the country. 
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The United States is pursuing a number of 
initiatives to expand U.S. exports, including 
bilateral agreements with Japan, the United 
Kingdom, and others. However, U.S. actions raising 
tariffs on hundreds of billions of dollars of imports 
have led to retaliatory tariffs on U.S. exports from 
China, the EU, and others. Such retaliation puts 
pressure on U.S. exports and the American jobs 
they support. In fact, total U.S. goods exports 
declined on a year-over-year basis each month 
from April 2019 to October 2019.1

This paper, drawn from The Trade Partnership’s 
proprietary CDxports database, aims to help 
policymakers understand what America exports, 
from where, and the impact of those exports on 
jobs in their districts.

1. U.S. Census Bureau (2019). USA Trade Online. Retrieved from 
https://usatrade.census.gov/.

https://usatrade.census.gov/


How Much do Congressional Districts Export?

Every congressional district exports – and in 
quantities that likely would surprise all but the 
most ardent trade supporters. Goods exports 
exceeded $1 billion in 2018 for 89 percent of 
congressional districts, while services exports 
exceeded $1 billion in 2018 for nearly 60 percent 
of congressional districts.

Dominant districts: About 30 districts exported at 
least $10 billion in combined goods and services 
in 2018. Together, those districts accounted for 
nearly a quarter of U.S. exports. The top 20 
districts account for 20 percent of goods exports 
and 24 percent of services exports, respectively. 

Top goods exporters: Texas’ 14th District was the 
top goods exporter in 2018. The District’s $33.7 
billion in goods exports, primarily petroleum 
products, was nearly $5 billion higher than the 
next-largest district, Washington’s 2nd District.

Top services exporters: New York’s 12th District 
was the leading services exporter with $36.7 
billion in 2018 exports. That was more than twice 
as much as the next-largest services exporter (and 
neighbor), New York’s 10th District.

”Typical” exporters: With $2.8 billion in exports in 
2018, New Jersey’s 12th District was the median 
goods exporter. At $1.2 billion in exports in 2018, 
Colorado’s 4th District was the median services 
exporter. 

Unexpected exporters: Leading district exporters 
are not just from big states like Texas, Florida and 
California. Kentucky’s 6th District ranks 12th 
overall for goods exports with $12.6 billion, while 
Oregon’s 1st District exported $9.8 billion. 
Similarly, Washington’s 9th District ranks fourth 
with $9.4 billion in services exports, while 
Massachusetts’ 7th District exported $8.4 billion. 

Growing exporters: From 2009 to 2018, exports 
from the median congressional district grew by 
5.1 percent annually for goods and 5.3 percent for 
services. By comparison, U.S. GDP grew by 4.0 
percent per year.2 Goods exports from California’s 
12th District grew by 24 percent per year. 
Pennsylvania’s 12th District grew services exports 
by 15 percent per year.

2. Derived from U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) GDP by 
State. Retrieved from https://www.bea.gov/data/gdp/gdp-state.
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Goods Versus Services Exports

Goods account for 66 percent, and services for 34 
percent, of U.S. exports, but there is great variation 
in the relative importance of goods versus services 
exports between congressional districts. If goods 
were 66 percent of exports for all districts, the 
graph below would be all blue below the black line 
and orange above it. The reality is quite different.

Goods-heavy exporters: Texas’ 11th District, one 
of the largest sources of oil & gas, is the most 
goods-dependent exporting district. Goods 
accounted for 95 percent of its estimated $16 
billion in exports. Among the top 250 exporters, 
goods accounted for over 92 percent of exports 
for Texas’ 11th, 13th, 14th, and 27th Districts, 
Kentucky’s 6th District, and Ohio’s 4th District. 

Balanced exporters: Pennsylvania’s 5th District 
comes closest to “balanced” exports with an 
estimated $1.8 billion each in goods and services 
exports in 2018. Among the 250 largest exporters, 
California’s 34th, and 45th Districts, North 
Carolina’s 4th and 12th Districts, Oregon’s 3rd 
District, and Wisconsin’s 2nd Districts all have 
roughly 50-50 goods/services export splits.

Services-heavy exporters: Virginia’s 8th District, 
located just outside Washington, DC, is the most 
services-depending exporting district. With 97 
percent of exports coming from services, it means 
about $31 in services exports for every $1 of 
goods exports. Nearly all top services-dependent 
exporters are located in major cities or close-in 
suburbs. For example, the top 15 services 
exporters by value include four districts in or 
around San Francisco/San Jose (CA-12, CA-14, 
CA-17, CA-18); three districts in or around New 
York City (NY-5, NY-10, NY-12), two districts in or 
around Boston (MA-7, MA-8), Los Angeles (CA-28, 
CA-33), and Seattle (WA-7, WA-9); and one district 
each in Miami (FL-25), and Washington, DC (DC-
AL).

Expanding services: While only about one in four 
congressional districts exports more services than 
goods, it was just one in eight in 2010. Services 
exports have grown faster than goods exports in 
2019, so the trend likely will continue. However, it 
also is possible that new exports are concentrated 
in districts in and around major cities where 
services exports already dominate. 
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Exports support jobs in every congressional 
district. Goods and services exports directly 
supported over 6.4 million jobs in 2018, and 
indirectly supported a further 6.7 million jobs as a 
result of upstream economic activity. 

But not all exports are created equal. Some 
exports support more jobs (e.g., labor-intensive 
industries like tourism or agriculture), while some 
exports support more local jobs (e.g., industries 
with few inputs that need to be obtainer from 
suppliers in other places). Even with these 
differences, exports directly supported at least 
10,000 jobs in more than two thirds of all 
congressional districts in 2018. 

Jobs supported by goods exports: Goods exports 
from Washington’s 2nd District supported an 
estimated 124,400 U.S. jobs, direct and indirect 
combined. Goods exports from California’s 17th 
District, primarily computer equipment and 
semiconductors, ranked second with an estimated 
111,100 total U.S. jobs supported. Pennsylvania’s 
16th District is home to the median number of 
direct jobs supported by goods exports: 6,240.

Jobs Tied to Exports

Jobs supported by services exports: Exports from 
New York’s 12th District directly supported 
121,500 jobs in 2018. Nearly 40 percent of those 
were supported by exports of tourism and 
financial management services. Only four districts 
had more jobs supported by exports of goods and 
services combined. Louisiana's 6th District is home 
to the median number of direct jobs supported by 
services exports: 5,230.

Variance in export-supported jobs by district: A 
higher value of exports does not always equate to 
more export-supported jobs. While Texas’ 14th 
District is the top U.S. goods exporter, it ranks 
13th in jobs supported by goods exports – among 
Texas districts alone! The capital-intensive nature 
of oil and gas, its top export, means that each $1 
billion of exports supports just 610 U.S. job, last 
among all districts.

On the other end of the spectrum, $1 billion in 
exports from Hawaii’s 2nd District supported an 
estimated 5,700 jobs in 2018, highest among all 
districts. 
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Congressional District Direct Jobs Supported per 
$1 Billion in Exports Rank

Hawaii’s 2nd District 5,700 1

Nevada’s 1st District 4,840 2

Nevada’s 3rd District 4,580 3

South Dakota’s At-Large District 4,530 4

Texas’ 32nd District 2,960 218

Texas’ 27th District 1,060 433

Louisiana’s 3rd District 1,020 434

Louisiana’s 6th District 760 435

Texas’ 14th District 610 436
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Monthly versus Annual Goods Exports

The latest CDxports update includes monthly – not 
just annual – data for goods exports. Monthly data 
not only shows the latest figures, it can show 
trends that otherwise may be obscured by 
calendar year totals. This is particularly true when 
mid-year policy changes take effects, whether 
lower tariffs on U.S. exports due to free trade 
agreements or new tariffs as a result of retaliation. 

Overall trends since 2018: U.S. goods exports 
were $1,666 billion in 2018 (note: this excludes 
exports with no origin, such as second-hand 
goods). In the 12-month period from November 
2018 to October 2019, goods exports declined by 
$20 billion to $1,646 billion. Declines are evident 
at the congressional district level, with goods 
exports from the median congressional district 
declining by 2 percent over the same period.

District trends since 2018: Washington, DC’s 
exports increased the most (+58 percent), 
followed by South Dakota and South Carolina’s 
6th District. West Virginia’s 3rd District declined 
most sharply (-34 percent), followed by Hawaii’s 
1st District, and New York’s 22nd District. Trend 
differences are driven not only by the types of 
products exported, but also the countries to which 
the products are exported. 

Variance in district trends since 2018: The graph 
below shows estimated export trends for five 
congressional districts with estimated goods 
exports of $2.6-$2.7 billion in 2018 (i.e., the 12 
months ending in December 2018). How they got 
there – and what has happened since – varies 
greatly for the districts (and the 430 not shown). 

Exports from New Hampshire’s 2nd District were 
slightly higher than its 1st District ls for most of 
2018. Exports from the 1st District accelerated in 
2019 – reaching $3.0 billion in the 12 months 
ending in October 2019 – while exports from the 
2nd District have remained mostly flat. As a result, 
exports from the 1st District were about $400 
million higher over the past 12 months.

Exports from Alabama’s 1st District were highest 
among the five districts for most of 2018, but 
peaked in the 12 months ending in August 2018 
and have been falling since. It is the only district 
among the five with exports below 2017 levels.

Exports from both Ohio’s 10th District and Idaho’s 
2nd District both rose sharply throughout 2018, 
but exports from Ohio’s 10th Districts have risen 
only slightly in 2019, while Idaho’s 2nd District 
has given back almost all of those gains. 
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State Top Goods Destination Top Services Destination
Alaska China Japan

Alabama Canada United Kingdom
Arkansas Canada China
Arizona Mexico United Kingdom

California Mexico United Kingdom
Colorado Canada Canada

Connecticut France United Kingdom
District of Columbia Qatar United Kingdom

Delaware Canada U.K. Caribbean
Florida Brazil United Kingdom
Georgia Canada United Kingdom
Hawaii Republic of Korea China
Iowa Canada United Kingdom
Idaho Canada Canada
Illinois Canada United Kingdom
Indiana Canada Switzerland
Kansas Mexico United Kingdom

Kentucky Canada China
Louisiana Mexico United Kingdom

Massachusetts Canada United Kingdom
Maryland Canada United Kingdom

Maine Canada Canada
Michigan Canada Canada
Minnesota Canada Canada
Missouri Canada United Kingdom

Mississippi Canada China
Montana Canada Canada

North Carolina Canada Ireland
North Dakota Canada Canada

Nebraska Mexico United Kingdom
New Hampshire Germany United Kingdom

New Jersey Canada United Kingdom
New Mexico Mexico United Kingdom

Nevada Switzerland Canada
New York Canada United Kingdom

Ohio Canada United Kingdom
Oklahoma Canada China

Oregon China Ireland
Pennsylvania Canada United Kingdom
Rhode Island Canada China

South Carolina China Germany
South Dakota Canada U.K. Caribbean

Tennessee Canada United Kingdom
Texas Mexico United Kingdom
Utah United Kingdom United Kingdom

Virginia Canada United Kingdom
Vermont Canada Canada

Washington China Ireland
Wisconsin Canada Ireland

West Virginia Canada China
Wyoming Canada China

Top State Export Destinations, 2018
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INDIANA’S 7TH DISTRICT
TOP EXPORTER OF PHARMACEUTICALS & MEDICINES

In 2018, the United States exported 
$60 billion in pharmaceuticals & 
medicines. The Netherlands was the top 
export destination ($5.5 billion).

The top Congressional District 
exporter was Indiana’s 7th District with 
$3.8 billion. Italy was the District’s top 
market, accounting for about one-fifth 
of its pharmaceutical exports.

Indiana’s 7th District includes the 
city of Indianapolis, the home to Eli 
Lilly and Company and many other 
pharmaceutical and medical companies.
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IOWA’S 3RD DISTRICT
TOP EXPORTER OF INSURANCE

In 2018, the United States exported 
$17.5 billion in insurance services. The 
United Kingdom was the top export 
destination ($3.1 billion) for insurance 
services.

The top exporter was Iowa’s 3rd 
District with estimated exports totaling 
$555 million. The District’s insurance 
exports are up 70 percent since 2008. 

Iowa’s 3rd District includes the city 
of Des Moines, the headquarters for 
numerous insurance companies such as 
The Principal Financial Group, the 
Meredith Corporation, and Wellmark 
Blue Cross Blue Shield.

For further inquiries, contact Daniel Anthony:
anthony@tradepartnership.com |  (202) 347-1041



9

SOUTH CAROLINA’S 4TH DISTRICT
TOP EXPORTER OF MOTOR VEHICLES

In 2018, the United States exported 
$61 billion in motor vehicles. Canada 
was the top export destination ($28 
billion).

While many think of Michigan when 
talking about autos, South Carolina’s 
4th District has been the top district 
exporter for autos in eight of the last ten 
years. The 4th District, which includes 
BMW’s Spartanburg plant, exported an 
estimated $4.1 billion in autos in 2018. 

Michigan is a significant exporter, 
and Michigan’s 9th District ranked third 
among all districts with an estimated 
$2.7 billion in auto exports in 2018.

For further inquiries, contact Daniel Anthony:
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NEW YORK’S 5TH DISTRICT
TOP EXPORTER OF AIR FREIGHT & PORT SERVICES

U.S. exports of air freight and port 
services are sky high. In 2018, the 
United States exported $26 billion in air 
freight, up from $18 billion in 2009. The 
United Kingdom was the largest export 
destination ($4.6 billion).

New York’s 5th District is the top 
exporter of air freight and port services 
with estimated exports totaling $4.7 
billion in 2018. The District is to John F. 
Kennedy International Airport, whose 
value of two-way trade in goods 
exceeded $500 million per day in 2018. 

For further inquiries, contact Daniel Anthony:
anthony@tradepartnership.com |  (202) 347-1041
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OREGON’S 1ST DISTRICT
TOP EXPORTER OF SEMICONDUCTORS

The United States exported $59 
billion in semiconductors in 2018. More 
than half of those exports – about $34 
billion – were exported to Asia where 
they are incorporated into a diverse 
array of electronics.

Oregon’s 1st District led all other 
Districts, exporting an estimated $5.1 
billion in semiconductors. Located west 
of Portland, Oregon’s 1st District is 
home to Intel’s largest manufacturing 
facility and other tech companies. 
Semiconductor exports directly 
supported an estimated 15,100 jobs in 
the 1st District and another 7,740 
indirectly throughout the United States.

For further inquiries, contact Daniel Anthony:
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NEBRASKA’S 3RD DISTRICT
TOP EXPORTER OF OILSEEDS & GRAINS

In 2018, the United States exported 
$38 billion in oilseeds and grains. 
Official U.S. data reports exports for 
most bulk agricultural products from 
port states, but CDxports allocates such 
exports back to grower states using 
USDA estimates. For products like 
oilseeds and grains (e.g., soybeans, 
corn, wheat), the differences are stark. 

While Census data shows Louisiana 
as a larger exporter than Iowa, Illinois, 
Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota, and the 
Dakotas combined, CDxports estimates 
that Nebraska alone exports nearly 8 
times more than Louisiana. Nebraska’s 
3rd District was the top exporter with an 
estimated $2.3 billion in 2018 exports.

For further inquiries, contact Daniel Anthony:
anthony@tradepartnership.com |  (202) 347-1041
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TEXAS’ 14TH DISTRICT
TOP EXPORTER OF PETROLEUM & COAL

The United States exported $104 
billion in petroleum and coal gases in 
2018, about 2.5 times higher than the 
$42 billion in exports in 2009. Canada 
and Mexico accounted for 30 percent of 
petroleum product exports in 2018.

With an estimated $23 billion in 2018 
exports, Texas’ 14th District was the 
largest exporter by far. Louisiana’s 6th 
District ranked second at $9 billion. The 
14th District guards the entrance to the 
Port of Houston, making it a prime 
destination for oil refining. High 
petroleum exports explain the 14th 
District’s rank as the top overall 
exporter for goods in 2018.

For further inquiries, contact Daniel Anthony:
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WASHINGTON’S 1ST, 7TH, AND 9TH DISTRICTS
TOP EXPORTERS OF COMPUTER SOFTWARE

In 2018, the United States exported 
$38 billion in computer software to the 
world.

The greater Seattle area is the leading 
source of computer software exports in 
the United States, accounting for more 
than a quarter ($10 billion) of national 
exports. Washington’s 9th District led 
the way at $5.2 billion, followed by the 
1st and 7th Districts with approximately 
$2.6 billion each.

The greater Seattle area is home to 
well-known tech companies such as 
Amazon, Microsoft, SAP Concur, 
Tableau, and many others.

For further inquiries, contact Daniel Anthony:
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CALIFORNIA’S 3RD AND 22ND DISTRICTS
TOP EXPORTERS OF FRUITS & TREE NUTS

The United States exported $14 
billion in fruits and tree nuts in 2018, 
with about $10 billion of that coming 
from California. Canada was the top 
export destination ($3.2 billion).

Two central California Districts lead 
the pack: the 22nd District representing 
the San Joaquin Valley ($1.1 billion) 
and the 3rd District representing the 
Sacramento Valley ($807 million). The 
two Districts grow similar fruits and 
nuts, including almonds, grapes, 
mandarins, pistachios, and strawberries.

For further inquiries, contact Daniel Anthony:
anthony@tradepartnership.com |  (202) 347-1041
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NEVADA’S 1ST DISTRICT
TOP EXPORTER OF TRAVEL AND TOURISM

In 2018, the United States exported 
$170 billion in travel and tourism 
services, leading all other export 
categories among both goods and 
services. Popular travel destinations 
included: Las Vegas, New York City, 
San Francisco, and Orlando.

Not everything that happens in Vegas 
stays in Vegas, but tourism dollars do. 
Nevada’s 1st District, comprising the 
Las Vegas Strip and downtown area, led 
all Districts with an estimated $3.6 
billion in travel and tourism exports in 
2018. It narrowly edged out New York’s 
12th District ($3.4 billion).

For further inquiries, contact Daniel Anthony:
anthony@tradepartnership.com |  (202) 347-1041
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ABOUT CDXPORTS AND CDXJOBS

The Trade Partnership offers two trade data series: CDxports, which estimates U.S. goods 
and services exports by state and congressional district, and CDxjobs, which estimates jobs 
directly and indirectly related to those exports.

CDxports is a first-of-its-kind database that estimates U.S. goods and services exports from 
states and congressional districts; CDxjobs estimates the jobs directly and indirectly 
supported by those exports.

CDxports reports merchandise export estimates for more than 100 industries to 230 
countries as well as services export estimates for more than 30 sectors to over 70 countries 
and regions for which the U.S. government publishes national export data. It is the only 
available source for state exports of services and congressional district exports of goods and 
services. In 2020, CDxports was expanded to provide monthly goods export data.

Industry associations, the U.S. federal and state government agencies, foreign governments, 
think tanks, academics, and other organizations have used CDxports data to:

• Demonstrate the importance of specific export markets to U.S. companies and workers;
• Report the value of exports from selected U.S. industries;
• Advocate for specific trade initiatives such as free trade agreements;
• Explain the importance of engaging in the global economy for specific U.S. regions, and 
• Estimate the potential local impacts of trade policies.

More information – including sample uses of CDXports data, methodology, and one-pagers 
on product and country coverage – is available at:

https://tradepartnership.com/data/cdxports-and-cdxjobs/

ABOUT THE TRADE PARTNERSHIP
The Trade Partnership was founded by Laura Baughman in 1991 to meet a need for a 
consulting firm that could apply economic analysis to produce clear, concise and useful 
information about the impacts of trade policies. Our office in Washington, DC offers locally 
based trade and economic consulting services that combine economic analysis with the 
management of public and legislative outreach.

To ensure you receive future research updates from The Trade Partnership, follow 
@TradePartnersDC on Twitter and sign up to receive email updates at:

https://tradepartnership.com/about-us/contact-us/

https://tradepartnership.com/data/cdxports-and-cdxjobs/
https://twitter.com/TradePartnersDC
https://tradepartnership.com/about-us/contact-us/

