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RANK COUNTRY STUDENTS

1 United Kingdom 36,210

2 Italy 29,848

3 Spain 26,281

4 France 17,210

5 China 14,413

6 Germany 9,544

7 Costa Rica 8,497

8 Australia 8,320

9 Ireland 8,084

10 Japan 5,758

Australia Is the Most Popular Destination in 
the Asia Pacific for US Students After China
The number of Australians studying abroad in the US is rising, while 
the number of Americans studying abroad in Australia has declined. 
Nonetheless, Australia is the 8th most popular destination for US students 
studying abroad, second only to China in the Asia Pacific. The US is the 
8th largest source of international students enrolled in Australian schools, 
as well as the most popular destination for outbound Australian students, 
ahead of the UK, China, and Canada. 

US STUDENTS ABROAD, 2012/13

US-AUSTRALIA STUDY ABROAD RATES, 2003-2013

AUSTRALIAN STUDENTS ABROAD, 2013

RANK COUNTRY STUDENTS

1 United States 4,196

2 United Kingdom 2,637

3 China 2,614

4 Canada 1,381

5 Germany 1,168

6 France 1,134

7 Italy 1,120

8 Oceania Region 1,118

9 Japan 999

10 India 865

12,000

10,000

8,000

6,000

4,000

2,000

2003/04 2004/05 2005/06 2006/07 2007/08 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 20011/12 2012/13

Americans studying in Australia

Australians studying in the US

8,320

4,121

Sources: Institute for International Education, Australian Universities International Directors’ Forum
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T I M E L I N E  O F  U S - A U S T R A L I A  R E L A T I O N S

January 1940: The US 
and Australia establish 
formal diplomatic relations.

1942-1945: Almost 
one million US troops 
visit Australia as part of 
World War II.

September 1951: 
The ANZUS Treaty 
is signed in San 
Francisco, establishing 
a formal trilateral 
alliance between 
the Australia, New 
Zealand, and the US. 

March 1954: Caltex, 
a partnership between 
California Standard 
Oil and Texaco, begins 
operations in Western 
Australia. Caltex later 
becomes Chevron, 
which continues to 
operate and invest in 
Australia to this day.

1950-1953: Australia is 
the first to follow the US 
in contributing forces 
to the UN operation in 
Korea, later known as the 
Korean War.

August 1950: Australian 
Prime Minister Robert 
Menzies becomes the first 
Australian leader to address 
the US Congress.

1956: Australia and 
New Zealand become a 
formal part of the UK-US 
agreement on signals 
intelligence cooperation. 

1970: Australian tennis 
player Margaret Court 
wins the US Open major 
tournament in New York, 
becoming the first woman in 
the Open era to win all four 
major tournaments in a year.

1990: Australia contributes 
forces to the United Nations 
operation in Kuwait and later 
in the Persian Gulf.

1996: 
Australian art 
critic Robert 
Hughes is 
admitted to 
the prestigious 
American 
Academy 
of Arts and 
Sciences.

September 2001: Prime Minister 
John Howard invokes the ANZUS 
Treaty for the first time in response 
to the September 11 terrorist attacks 
against the US. 

April 2006: Australian-
American author Geraldine 
Brooks wins the Pulitzer Prize 
in fiction for her novel, March.

January 2009: 
US President 
George W. Bush 
awards former 
Australian Prime 
Minister John 
Howard the US 
Presidential Medal 
of Freedom.

March/November, 2011: 
Australian Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard visits the US, and 
American President Barack 
Obama visits Australia. Each 
leader addresses the other 
country’s legislature to mark 
the 60th anniversary of the 
ANZUS alliance. January 2015: The 

10th anniversary of the 
implementation of 
the US-Australia Free 
Trade Agreement is 
celebrated.

2012: American energy firm 
ConocoPhillips joins Australian firm 
Origin Energy and China’s Sinopec 
to invest $23 billion in Queensland’s 
Asia Pacific Liquefied Natural Gas 
(APLNG) project.

June/November 2014: Australian 
Prime Minister Tony Abbott makes an 
extensive visit to the US, including stops 
in Washington, New York, Houston, and 
Hawai'i. US President Barack Obama 
travels to Australia to attend the G20 
Summit in Brisbane.

August 2014: The US and 
Australia sign a Force Posture 
Agreement,  committing an 
eventual 2,500 US troops at the 
Australian base in Darwin.

March 2003: Australia 
joins the US-led coalition 
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

2009: Australian-American 
scientist Elizabeth Blackburn 
wins the Nobel Prize in the 
category of Physiology or 
Medicine.

May 2004: The US-
Australia Free Trade 
Agreement is signed, 
entering into effect on 
January 1st, 2005.

July 1918: US and 
Australian forces fight 
alongside each other for 
the first time at the battle 
of Hamel in Northern 
France during World War 
I, the first time US troops 
were placed under allied 
command.

August 1908: President 
Theodore Roosevelt’s Great 
White Fleet stops in three 
Australian ports at the invitation 
of Prime Minister Deakin. 

December 1908: 
American Jack Johnson 
wins the title of world 
heavyweight boxing 
champion in Sydney 
after having been denied 
the chance earlier due 
to segregation laws in 
America. He became the 
first person of color to 
win the title. 

February 1960: 
NASA’s deep 
space tracking 
facility opens near 
Woomera, South 
Australia. 

May 1962: 
Prime Minister 
Robert Menzies 
announces 
the US Naval 
Communication 
Station at North 
West Cape, 
Western Australia. 

1980: Australian 
band Air Supply’s 
album “Lost in Love” 
achieves three US 
Top Five singles.

November 
1989: The 
first meeting of 
APEC is held in 
Canberra after 
the concept 
is proposed 
by Australian 
Prime Minister 
Bob Hawke.

October 1984: 
Astronaut Paul Scully-
Power becomes the first 
Australian-born person 
in space, traveling as 
part of a NASA mission 
aboard the Challenger 
space shuttle.

July 1985: The 
Australia-United States 
Ministerial (AUSMIN) 
Consultations 
commence and become 
the principal annual 
forum for bilateral 
strategic consultations 
between the two 
countries.

1986: Paul 
Hogan’s Crocodile 
Dundee becomes 
the second highest 
box-office earner 
for the year with 
US $175 million.

1962-1975: 60,000 Australian troops serve 
for more than a decade in the Vietnam War.

October 1966: 
US President 
Lyndon Baines 
Johnson conducts 
the first of two 
visits to Australia, 
the first US 
president to visit 
while in office. 

December 1966: Australia 
and the US announce a joint 
facility for intelligence and 
surveillance to be located at 
Pine Gap, Northern Territory.

1935: Australian-
American actor 
Errol Flynn gets 
his big break 
with the release 
of Captain Blood, 
propelling him 
to Hollywood 
stardom as the 
king of pirate 
films.

December 
1941: Australia 
joins America 
in World War 
II. Later, US 
General Douglas 
MacArthur 
places the 
Allied Pacific 
headquarters in 
Australia.

1978: Australian 
Olivia Newton 
John stars 
alongside 
American John 
Travolta in 
the extremely 
popular musical 
Grease.

Main sources: US Department of State, Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Academy of Motion Picture Arts, US Defense Department
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TOP 10 COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN FOR STUDENTS STUDYING IN AUSTRALIA

CHINA
#1

MALAYSIA
#2

INDIA
#3 VIETNAM

#4

INDONESIA
#5

SOUTH 
KOREA

#6

SINGAPORE #7

UNITED STATES #8

NEPAL
#9

SAUDI
ARABIA
#10

Source: Australian Education International (AEI), 2012.

RANK COUNTRY STUDENTS

1 China 94,901 

2 Malaysia 16,360

3 India 12,711

4 Vietnam 11,094

5 Indonesia 9,057

6 South Korea 8,547

7 Singapore 8,159

8 United States 7,858

9 Nepal 7,171

10 Saudi Arabia 5,634



A
U

S
T

R
A

LIA
 M

AT
T

E
R

S
 FO

R
 A

M
E

R
IC

A

T
R

A
V

E
L

 A
N

D
 T

O
U

R
IS

M
1918

US-Australia Two-Way Tourism Exceeds 
1.6 Million People and Is Valued at Almost 
$9.5 Billion
As the 10th largest source of foreign travelers to the US, 1.2 million 
Australians visit the US each year. In addition, nearly 500,000 Americans 
travel to Australia each year. Australians spend almost $7 billion in the US 
and Americans spend over $2.5 billion—or $9.5 billion total. Twenty-one 

Sources: US International Trade Administration, Tourism Research Australia. Spending estimated by The Trade 
Partnership (Washington, DC).

Note: State totals add up to 
more than total visitors as many 
travelers visited multiple states.

AUSTRALIAN VISITOR SPENDING IN THE US, 2013 

US VISITORS TO AUSTRALIA, BY STATE, 2013
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US states have an economic impact of $100 million or greater from spending 
by Australian visitors. The Australian states with the highest numbers of 
annual US visitors are New South Wales, Queensland, and Victoria.
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The Number of Australians Living in the 
US Increased Nearly 20% since 2000
There were 93,864 people of Australian ancestry living in the United States 
in 2013. The number of people of Australian ancestry living in the US 
has increased by 19.3% since 2000. Twenty-six states had more than 1,000 
Australian American residents in 2013, representing all regions of the US. 

PEOPLE OF AUSTRALIAN ANCESTRY IN THE US, POPULATION, 2013

THERE ARE MORE THAN 104,000 
AMERICAN-BORN RESIDENTS OF 
AUSTRALIA, UP 40% SINCE 2006 

AMERICANS RESIDING IN AUSTRALIA, BY 
STATE, 2011 

NOTABLE AUSTRALIANS IN THE US

Sources: US Census Bereau, Australia Bureau of Statistics.

SIA – Musician

CHRIS HEMSWORTH – Actor

KEVIN RUDD – Former Australian Prime Minister, 
President of the Asia Society’s Policy Institute

RUPERT MURDOCH – Businessman, CEO 
and Chairman of News Corporation

ANDREW BOGUT – NBA basketball player

ANTHONY PRATT – Businessman, Global 
Chairman of Pratt Industries

ERIN PHILLIPS – WNBA basketball playerNICOLE KIDMAN – Actress

LEGEND

20,001 and above
10,001-20,000

10,000 and below

739

1,444

2,566

1,814

4,266

555

2,280

2,405

1,140

735

276

264

2,338

3,213

8,002 2,290
193
1,227

2,376
108
1,297

1,555

2,959

209

274

451

370
719

1,264

1,682

554

1,178

848

55

165

131

347
2,222

2,472
1,211

18,803

3,973

2,679

257

330

766

867

6,958

97
482

MASSACHUSETTS
RHODE ISLAND
CONNECTICUT
NEW JERSEY 
DELAWARE
MARYLAND

NEVADA

WYOMING

MONTANA NORTH DAKOTA

SOUTH DAKOTA

NEW MEXICO

WEST
VIRGINIA

MAINE

MISSISSIPPI

OKLAHOMA

HAWAI‘I

WASHINGTON

OREGON

CALIFORNIA

UTAH

ARIZONA

COLORADO

IDAHO

NEBRASKA

TEXAS

MINNESOTA

IOWA

WISCONSIN

MICHIGAN

ILLINOIS

INDIANA OHIO

KENTUCKY

TENNESSEE

ALABAMA

LOUISIANA

GEORGIA

FLORIDA

S CAROLINA

N CAROLINA

PENNSYLVANIA

NEW
YORK

MISSOURI

ARKANSAS

KANSAS

ALASKA

VIRGINIA

VERMONT
NEW HAMPSHIRE

LEGEND

4,001  and above
2,001-4,000

1,001-2,000

501-1,000

0-500

10,400

WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

1,400

NORTHERN
TERRITORY

4,600

SOUTH
AUSTRALIA

31,400

NEW SOUTH
WALES

18,400
QUEENSLANDAMERICANS IN AUS

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

VICTORIA

TASMANIA

2,800

19,400

1,700



A
U

S
T

R
A

LIA
 M

AT
T

E
R

S
 FO

R
 A

M
E

R
IC

A

S
IS

T
E

R
 C

IT
IE

S
2322

US and Australian Communities Share 65 
Sister Relationships 
The United States and Australia have 62 city or county sister relationships, 
and 3 sister state relationships. Sister relationships are municipal 
partnerships between cities, counties, and states with similar jurisdictions 
that work to build civic and people-to-people relationships and support 
commercial ties. 

California has 19 sister cities relationships with Australia – the most of any 
US state. The state of California also has a sister relationship with the state 
of New South Wales. New South Wales has the most sister relationships of 
any Australian state with 29, followed by Victoria with 12. 

US AUSTRALIA
Mobile, AL Cockburn, WA
Anchorage, AK Darwin, NT
Flagstaff, AZ Blue Mountain, NSW
Scottsdale, AZ Cairns, QLD
Subiaco, AR Subiaco, WA
State of California State of New South Wales
Arcadia, CA Newcastle, NSW
Bakersfield, CA Darwin, NT
Brisbane, CA Brisbane, QLD
Coloma, CA Clunes, VIC
Costa Mesa, CA Wyndham, WA
El Cajon, CA Goulburn, NSW
Fremont, CA Elizabeth, SA
Helmet, CA Cootamundra, NSW
Huntington Beach, CA Manly, NSW
Los Altos, CA Greater Bendigo, VIC
Merced, CA Albury, NSW
Napa Valley, CA Launceston, TAS
Novato, CA Shepparton, VIC
Orange, CA Orange, NSW
San Diego, CA Perth, WA
San Francisco, CA Sydney, NSW
Temple City, CA Hawkesbury Shire, NSW
Tulare, CA Inverell,NSW
Upland, CA Mildura, VIC
Colorado Springs, CO Bankstown, NSW
Lakewood, CO Sutherland Shire, NSW
Littleton, CO Bega, NSW
Vail, CO Delatite Shire, VIC
Stanford, CT Stanford, VIC
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US SISTER RELATIONSHIPS WITH AUSTRALIA

AUSTRALIAN SISTER RELATIONSHIPS 
WITH THE US

In 2014, Perth, Western 
Australia, and Houston, Texas 
celebrated the 30th anniversary 
of their sister city relationship 
and both belong to the World 
Energy Cities Partnership.

Stratford, Connecticut and Stratford, 
Victoria both belong to an organization 
that unites cities named Stratford from 
around the world. In reunion events, 
importance is placed on their cultural 
ties to Shakespeare and theater.

Elementary schools in Los Altos, 
California and Greater Bendigo, 
Western Australia participate in 
a pen-pal program that brings 
together teachers and young 
students from the two communities.

Source: Sister Cities International; individual sister city associations

US AUSTRALIA
Clearwater, FL Wyon, NSW
Ft. Lauderdale, FL Gold Coast, QLD
Auburn, GA Auburn, NSW
Hawai‘i County, HI Mackay, QLD
Kauai County, HI Cooktown, QLD
Waikiki, HI Freshwater, NSW
Brookfield, IL Moe, VIC
DeKalb, IL Tamworth, NSW
Wilmette, IL Mona Vale, NSW
Leavenworth, KS Wagga Wagga, NSW
New Orleans, LA Holdfast Bay, SA
Boston, MA Melbourne, VIC
Walker, MI Colac, VIC
Canisteo, NY Wauchope, NSW
Woodstock, NY Nimbin, NSW
Beaufort, NC Beaufort, VIC
Springfield, OH Berwick, VIC
Springfield, OH Casey, VIC
Stroud, OK Stroud, NSW
Albany, OR Albany, WA
St. Helens, OR Bowral, NSW
State of South Carolina State of Queensland
Nashville, TN Tamworth, NSW
State of Texas State of Queensland
Austin, TX Adelaide, SA
Houston, TX Perth, WA
Laredo, TX Murray Bridge, SA
Missouri City, TX Campbell Town, TAS
Plano, TX Port Adelaide-Enfield, SA
Rockport, TX Beachport, SA

Round Rock, TX
Speers Point, Lake 

Macquarie, NSW
Seguin, TX Millicent, SA
Bellingham, WA Port Stephens, NSW
Bluefield, WV Lithgow, NSW
Eau Claire, WI Lismore, NSW

WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

NORTHERN
TERRITORY

SOUTH
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NEW SOUTH
WALES

QUEENSLAND
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The US and Australia Are Allies
Australia and the US are treaty allies through the Australia-New Zealand-
United States Security Treaty (ANZUS), which was signed in 1951 and 
remains Australia’s preeminent formal security treaty. Australia is the only 
country to have served alongside the United States in every major US military 
conflict over the last century, including operations in World War I, World 
War II, Korea, Vietnam, the Persian Gulf, Somalia, East Timor, Afghanistan, Iraq, 
and the fight against ISIS. In the immediate aftermath of the September 11, 2001 
terror attacks in the US, Australia invoked the ANZUS treaty for the first time in 
pledging to assist the US. The two countries conduct joint military exercises, have 
standardized much of their equipment and operational doctrine, and share military 
intelligence at the highest level. Every year, Foreign and Defense Ministers of 
both Australia and the US meet for the Australia-United States Ministerial 
Consultations (AUSMIN) to discuss global and regional security issues. 
Since 2012, the position of Deputy Commander (Operations), US Army, Pacific, 
has been filled by generals from the Australian armed services, making it the 
highest ranking command position to be awarded to a foreign national. In August 
2014, the US and Australia signed a 25-year legally binding Force Posture 
Agreement, committing that the current rotational deployment of 1,500 US 
Marines and airmen at the Australian base in Darwin will eventually reach 2,500.

The US is the number one supplier of Australia’s arms and military 
hardware, accounting for 67% of all of Australia’s military purchases since 
2004. Australia is the number one destination for American arms exports, 
accounting for 10% of total exports between 2009-2013, just ahead of South 
Korea and the United Arab Emirates.

“Although separated by a great ocean, the United States and Australia are 
bound together by our robust alliance, shared values, and common culture… 
2015 is a significant year in the history of our countries: it marks the 10th 
anniversary of the Australia-US Free Trade Agreement and the 75th 
anniversary of US-Australia diplomatic relations.” 

– US Secretary of State John Kerry, 2015

AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTERS 
ADDRESSING CONGRESS

Mar. 09, 2011
Julia Gillard  
(Joint Session)

Jun. 12, 2002
John Howard  
(Joint Session)

Jun. 23, 1988
Bob Hawke  
(Joint Session)

Mar. 16, 1955
Robert Menzies 
(House Reception)

Aug. 01, 1950
Robert Menzies 
(House Reception)
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SHARE OF AUSTRALIAN ARMS IMPORTS SUPPLIED BY THE US

AUSTRALIAN PUBLIC RESPONSE TO THE QUESTION "HOW 
IMPORTANT IS OUR ALLIANCE RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED 
STATES FOR AUSTRALIA’S SECURITY?"

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 20142013

100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Combined, "Important" Sentiment

"Very Important"

"Fairly Important"

52%

78%

26%

Source: Lowy Institute.

Sources: SIPRI, selected major procurements from Department of Defence (Australia).

US PRESIDENTS ADDRESSING 
PARLIAMENT
Nov. 17, 2011 Barack Obama

Oct. 23, 2003 George W. Bush

Nov. 20, 1996 Bill Clinton

Jan. 02, 1992 George H. W. Bush
Andrew Meares/Sydney Morning Herald

PM Abbot and President Obama meet at the White House.

CURRENT AND PLANNED AUSTRALIAN 
PROCUREMENT OF US DEFENSE EQUIPMENT
QTY SYSTEM

19 M777A2 lightweight towed howitzers

6
Australian Defence Force 
communications satellites

14 MH-60R Seahawk Romeo helicopters

6
E-7A Wedgetail airborne early warning 
and control aircraft

10 C-27J battlefield airlift aircraft

12 EA-18G Growler electronic attack aircraft

72 F-35A Joint Strike Fighter
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The United States and Australia in 
Global Partnership 
Australia and the United States share much in common, from their similar 
cultures, histories, and values, to their shared vision for a stable and 
prosperous Asia-Pacific region. Both countries enjoy among the world’s 
highest standards of living and share long democratic traditions. The two 
countries are both members of the Group of Twenty (G20), the East Asia 
Summit, and the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum. 
Australia served as a non-permanent member of the UN Security Council 
from 2013-2014, where it consistently voted in concurrence with the US. 
The two have jointly participated in a large number of humanitarian 
assistance and disaster relief (HADR) efforts around the world. 

The majority of Australians hold a favorable view of the US. Australian 
public attitudes regarding the United States are at the highest level of any 
time in the last decade.

SELECTED COUNTRIES AND MISSIONS AROUND THE WORLD WHERE 
THE US AND AUSTRALIA HAVE PROVIDED AID AND ASSISTANCE

AUSTRALIAN PUBLIC ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE US, "TEMPERATURE" 
OF FAVORABILITY OUT OF 100 

AUSTRALIA’S HIGH VOTING COINCIDENCE WITH THE US AT THE UN 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHOWS SHARED VALUES BETWEEN THE TWO 
NATIONS 

Sources: Lowy Institute, US Department of State.
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JAPAN: OPERATION TOMODACHI
HADR post-Tohoku earthquake, 2011 

MYANMAR: 
HADR post-Cyclone Nargis, 2008 

THAILAND:
HADR post-2004 tsunami

PHILIPPINES: OPERATION DAMAYAN
HADR post-Typhoon Haiyan, 2013 

INDONESIA:
HADR post-Sumatran earthquake, 2009 
& HADR post-Indian Ocean tsunami, 2004

SOMALIA: OPERATION RESTORE
deliver aid/relief, 1992-1994

IRAQ: PROVIDE COMFORT
protect Kurds in northern Iraq, 1991 
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Australia Matters for America/
America Matters for Australia
This project explores the important relationship between 
the United States and Australia. Part of the Asia Matters  
for America initiative, this publication and its corresponding 
website AsiaMattersforAmerica.org/Australia provide tools 
for a global audience to explore the enduring significance of 
the US-Australia relationship in the 21st century. 

The Asia Matters for America initiative is coordinated by the  
East-West Center in Washington, and can be contacted at:

Asia Matters for America 
East-West Center in Washington 
1819 L Street, NW, Suite 600 
Washington, DC 20036 USA 
Tel: (+1)202.293.3995 
Fax: (+1)202.293.1402 
Washington@EastWestCenter.org

The East-West Center headquarters is in 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 
East-West Center 
1601 East-West Road 
Honolulu, HI 96848 USA 
Main Telephone: (+1)808.944.7111 
EastWestCenter.org

The US Studies Centre (USSC) is in 
Sydney and can be contacted at:

United States Studies Centre
Institute Building (H03)
City Rd
University of Sydney NSW 2006
Australia
Tel: (+61)2.9351.7249
Fax: (+61)2.9351.6877
ussc.edu.au

The Perth USAsia Centre can be 
contacted at:

Perth USAsia Centre
M265, 3rd Floor, Old Economics Building 
(Bldg 351)
The University of Western Australia
35 Stirling Highway
Crawley WA 6009
Australia
Tel: (+61)8.6488.4320
Fax: (+61)8.6488.4333
perthusasia.edu.au


